
 
 
 
 

JOINT MEETING OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE AND AD HOC BROADBAND 
COMMITTEE 

Minutes - June 23, 2022 
 

Call to Order: Chair Mawhinney called the joint meeting of the Finance Committee and Ad Hoc 
Broadband Committee in the Jury Deliberation Room at 4:30 P.M. on June 23, 2022. 
 
Committee Members Present: Supervisors Mawhinney, Bostwick, Farrell, Winter, Sweeney, 
Sutterlin, Beaver, Clasen, and Wilson. 
 
Committee Members Absent: Supervisor Fox. 
 
Staff Members Present: Lisa Tollefson, County Clerk; Sherry Oja, Finance Director; James 
Otterstein, Economic Development Manager; Josh Smith, County Administrator; Randy Terronez, 
Assistant to the Administrator; Rich Greenlee, Corporation Counsel;. 
 
Others Present: Supervisors Towns, Woodman, and Zoril; Russ Berg, Nokomis Networking; Mitch 
Olson, Bug Tussel. 
 
Approve Agenda: Supervisor Bostwick moved approval of the agenda, second by Supervisor 
Sweeney. ADOPTED. 
 
Citizen Participation, Communications and Announcements: Wyatt Destler, Beloit Public Library 
IT, spoke about, as well as in favor of, the Community Area Network (CAN). Wyatt suggested making 
the Ad Hoc Broadband Committee a standing committee. 
 
Mike Sindahl, Beloit Turner School District, submitted a public comment supporting further 
investigation into how the funds allocated for broadband could best support Rock County. He also 
explained the benefits of a CAN. 
 
Supervisor Zoril proposed that the amount be changed from $8 million to $10.9 million. This would 
move money around and free up funds for the CAN project. 
 
Review, Discussion and Possible Action:  
 
Discussion of Financial Review of Bug Tussel Wireless: Supervisor Farrell provided a summary of 
his professional background. He went over some of the procedures he followed to perform his 
analysis; and then he summarized his findings. Regarding the Dun & Bradstreet report, Supervisor 
Farrell highlighted various items, ranging from positive to potentially concerning trends. He was 
appreciative of the detailed information provided by Bug Tussel; and was also impressed at their level 
of transparency. Overall, there were no major red flags. 
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In addition to Supervisor Farrell’s independent review, he also enlisted the advice and counsel of three 
area banking representatives. Their feedback mirrored his findings: Bug Tussel’s financial and 
operational performances were trending in the right direction. Supplemental reviews were conducted 
by Supervisors Towns and Zoril, as well. 
 
Supervisor Farrell concluded that although the proposed broadband public/private partnership is a risk, 
it is a reasonable risk. In addition to providing his endorsement, Supervisor Farrell also encouraged the 
Finance Committee to continue receiving financial and operational documentation from Bug Tussel. 
These steps will provide an extra oversight mechanism for the broadband project. 
 
The committee and attending County Board Supervisors expressed their thanks to Supervisor Farrell. 
 
Supervisor Wilson moved to endorse the resolution, second by Supervisor Sutterlin. ADOPTED. 
 
Adjournment: Supervisor Bostwick moved to adjourn at 5:06 P.M., second by Supervisor Sweeney. 
ADOPTED. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Haley Hoffman 
Office Coordinator 
 
 
 
NOT OFFICIAL UNTIL APPROVED BY COMMITTEE.








